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“May I help you?” the salesclerk asked a sailor
who had just entered a Bible store in Singapore one
afternoon.

“No,” he replied, “I only want to select some
books, and I like to help myself.”
When he had chosen several books and
brought them to the sales desk, he said, “These
books are for our ship’s library. Until a few
months ago I would not have been interested
in such reading, but now good Christian
literature is such a joy to me.
“I'm a seaman. Our ship is in port for
several days. When I came ashore I



saw your book display in the
window.

“Some months ago,” he
continued, “we were on a round
trip from New York to South Pa-
cific ports, north again through the
Mediterranean and across the Atlantic
Ocean. The trip takes about three months.

“As we left the last port, out of all the
ship’s company, [ was the one who contracted the
measles. I was so sick that when we put into a port in
India, the captain put me ashore in a hospital while the
ship continued on its way.

“It was a sad day for me when I saw everybody em-
bark for home while I had to stay—a complete stranger
in a foreign port.

“Time passed very slowly. As I was in isolation, I had

no contact with anyone but the hospital staff.
It was then that I discovered an English
Bible in my room. It was the only book of
any description available, so I began to
read it. There was nothing else to do.
“But as I continued to read, I felt
the Spirit of God speaking to me. I
read, ‘All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God’
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(Romans 3:23), and I realized I was a lost sinner in the
presence of a holy God.

“Thank God the message did not stop there. I also
read that ‘Christ died for our sins’ (1 Corinthians 15:3),
and ‘the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7). This wonderful Word of
God brought life and light and liberty to my hopeless,
dark heart, and now through grace  am a new man in
Christ Jesus. My sins are gone!

“In due course, our ship came around again and
picked me up. We are on our way home now.”

Who would have guessed that a case of measles
would result in eternal blessing to a soul?

Many people place more confidence in science than
the Bible. Even when they hear true stories like the big
change that came over the young seaman, they remain
skeptical. But there’s a way to be free of that skepticism.
Find out how in Who Knows What to Believe? <



Who Knows \ y
What to Bplipyp?

The title of a recent
article in the paper
caught my eye. “We
tried to reproduce
100 published psycho-
logical studies—the
results were abysmal.”

Researchers, includ-
ing Dr. Nina Strohm-
inger at Yale Univer-
sity, tried to reproduce
previous studies about

“How We Think.”
They realized that
once any research is




...we realize
that about
half of the
things we are
being taught
today will be
proven wrong
in a few years.

published in a journal, it
often acquires an unassail-
able authority. It will then
be quoted with unquestion-
ing confidence by others.

But they found such
unquestioning confidence
is often undeserved. The ar-
ticle explains that only one-
third of the re-run studies
produced the same conclu-
sions. And she reports that
in other fields of study—for
example, cancer biol-
ogy—replication rates are as
low as one-fifth or less.

I know that in my own
field of study, eye care, we
realize that about half of
the things we are being
taught today will be proven
wrong in a few years. So
what should we believe?

I think the point is to
take new studies with some
cautious doubt or, as they
say, “with a grain of salt.”
But I want to make a much

more important point, a
spiritual point.
What can we believe



about spiritual things? It
seems that everybody has
their opinion, their point
of view about God. So I
encourage you to go to
the Bible itself. It has been
hammered and kicked
around for centuries.
And yet it remains, hav-
ing been proven reliable,
unaltered, factually cor-
rect and with a message
that keeps changing lives
in every part of the world.
The message of God in
the Bible can be believed
and counted on. It won't
disappoint us. The Bible’s
diagnosis of our prob-
lem is simple and right
on. Sin! We have broken
God'’s laws and in turn
experienced broken lives,
broken bodies, broken
minds and more. Here is
the simple explanation
for the tangled mess we
find ourselves in.
Thankfully God also
presents the cure for
our sorry state of affairs.

...go to the Bible itself.
It has been hammered
and kicked around for
centuries. And yet it
remains, having been
proven reliable, unal-
tered, factually correct
and with a message that
keeps changing lives in
every part of the world.




... God also presents the cure
for our sorry state of affairs.
“Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.”

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”
(1 Timothy 1:15).

We know from history that Jesus came, and history
also records His death. But it is the Bible that records the
reason why He came. He came to save sinners. Just a
brief reflection on your own life should bring you to the
realization that you qualify. You are a sinner.

God hates your sin. But He
tells us, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). He died bear-
ing God's wrath against my
sin. That’s why I call Him my
Saviour. Is He your Saviour?
Here is something you can
believe or, better still,
Somebody you can trust
and love.



With His Toving hand to guide, let the clouds above me o
IAnd the billows in their fury dash around me;

can brave the wildest storm, with His glory in my soul;
I can sing amidst the tempest: Praise the Lord!

Dark is the night, but cheering 1s the promise,
He will go with me o’er the troubled wave;
bafe He will lead me through the pathless waterS;

esus, the mighty One, and strong to save.

1s the night, but lo! the
Onward my bark, unfurl thy every sail;
ow at the helm I see my Father standing;
oon will my anchor drop within the veil.
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